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First (and most importantly!) we started shooting again on Sunday 4th April 2021. Still working with
restrictions on the numbers who can shoot at any one time and still with all the social distancing,
sanitizing, etc. You’ll have been notified about how to book your shooting sessions with Chris Lowe as
we still need to keep a record of who is shooting.
We’ve entered the Essex Summer Albion League for this year. The first two matches in May and June
will be postal, with the remaining ones at home or away as regulations let us.
The dates are as follows.
9th May 2021
13th June 2021
4th July 2021
1st August 2021
5th September

Rayleigh/Ardleigh (Postal)
West Essex/Ardleigh (Postal)
Ardleigh/Noak Hill
Mayflower/Ardleigh
Chelmsford Tudor Rose/Ardleigh

As I mentioned before, League Team places are “up for grabs”. The Albion Round consists of 36 arrows
each at 80, 60 and 50 yards. Teams are of 8 with the top 5 counting. Having the first 2 matches at home
gives people a good chance to try out the distances and a month to practice them to settle sight marks.
Do give it a try so we can field a full team for each of them. The matches in May and June are to be
postal but we’ll see what the others are later on.
When we are marked for a home match, there will be a League Tea after to which all members will be
welcome.
One of our junior lady members, Mia, set a new
Essex and Suffolk Portsmouth Record last year
(please see Newsletter 118) with a score of 489.
Finally, on 11th April, Mia received the County
Certificate for her achievement. She seems
quite pleased, and so she should be, it really is
quite an achievement. Mia can be seen in the
picture below, shooting at 40 yards.
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Still on 11th April, members shooting as
per Archery GB requirements
regarding distancing, etc. One of our
newer members, Prital, joined us last
year and is shooting for the first time
since December and also her first time
shooting outdoors and demonstrating
a very promising style as can be seen
from the picture, the day was dry with
occasional sunshine.
What isn’t
immediately apparent is how
absolutely (insert own epithet) cold it
was when the Sun disappeared!

Now that things are beginning to relax a little, perhaps all of us can get back to shooting again. All the
necessary sanitizing and cleaning materials are available and members should be aware that there are
still restrictions about how many people can use a single boss (2 people from different households,
alternating but up to 6 from the same household!).
We also need to look to the future. We gained Lee, Prital and Valeria from the first session last March
and we have another 4 people (Ben, Joseph, Daniel and Monika) who attended a session in October
who all asked to be informed when we started to shoot again. We also have the largest number of
enquiries about our Club that I’ve ever seen. We still have the people (43) who were scheduled taster
and beginners’ sessions from last year and prevented by the various lockdowns. We intend running free
“taster’ sessions for people to see if they like Archery (and whether they like us, or not!). The first of
these 1 hour sessions will be on Sunday 6th June commencing at 10.00am with another starting at 11.30
am, giving us time to sanitise the equipment prior to use. Monika and Daniel have now joined us and are
also very much welcomed!
We also have further (over 40!) enquiries received since so it’s going to be quite a task to arrange the
taster sessions for all of them but I’ll be contacting each of them as we arrange more taster sessions.
When the dust settles a little we’ll then organise proper introductory sessions if they wish to proceed
further.
What we’ll definitely need is the support of our members to properly introduce people to our sport. We’ve
left a little while for people to get back into the habit of shooting again after such a long layoff. Hopefully
our indoor facility will become available as the “Road Map” back to what will pass for normality for a while
yet.
We’ll need people to assist in sorting out equipment for the beginners and those who are able to coach
plus people who just chat to people to give an idea of what our Club’s like and also give an idea of our
sense of humour!
The rules governing numbers and using the booking system will hopefully relax if all goes to the
Government’s plans.
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This is Daniel, shooting for the first
time since his Introductory Course
last October and definitely the first
time outdoors. Again, a beautiful
day when the sun was out and,
again, somewhat chilly when it
wasn’t.
Drawing arm elbow a little high but
it’s only Daniel’s second time
actually shooting and he’s showing
great promise. That bow won’t
reach 80 yards even with a
following wind, otherwise he’d have
ended up in our League team for
next weekend’s Summer League
Match. No point at all, though, in using a bow at first that’s too heavy to pull back.
Places for this match are still up for grabs but we’re sending in scores if people shoot an Albion Round,
even if we don’t have a full team and other clubs may have similar problems. There’s no pressure at the
moment on people to shoot anything in particular, so long as they’re shooting. if we do have scores we’ll
send them in, if we don’t we won’t!
Perris Archery have closed their branch at Rettendon. They will continue to have the shop at Raydon,
which is up between Colchester and Ipswich and all their stock is there now. I understand they are going
to continue to use the telephone number for Rettendon. They’ll still be closer than the other usual retailers
(Targetcraft, Quicks, KG Archery, etc.).
We are intending now to run free “Taster” sessions each Sunday in June for the people who’ve enquired
about Archery with us and will be inviting first the people who were scheduled for sessions last year but
were prevented by the lockdowns since. We’ll then be inviting the people who enquired subsequently.
The sessions are set for Sundays 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th of June. Two sessions of an hour per day, the
first starting at 10.00am and the second at 11.30. The half hour between will be used to sanitise the
equipment used during the first session. There will be space for 10 on each session and will be used to
give people the chance to see what Archery with Ardleigh is like (!?). For those who receive our
newsletters, if I haven’t contacted you in the next few days and you’d like to try Archery with us, do get
in touch. We presently have the longest list ever of people who’ve enquired about Archery with us and
they’ve demonstrated enormous patience. Our primary intention is to get our Club up and running again
and our members shooting, then we intend helping as many people as is practicable to join us to enjoy
our sport.
These sessions will be followed by a Beginners’ Course of 2 sessions and these will be arranged
according to the up-take from the Taster sessions. Our indoor facility should be more useable by then
too so this may also be used for introductions as well as for members to shoot.
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